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The usual routine ii a little 
disarranged thin week, by the 
symposium upon the Immortal- 
ity question. There has been 
much misunderstanding of the 
motives mid purposes of bo me, 
also of the merite of the subject, 
and this presentation will go a 
great way in enabling all our 
ministers to understand them 
selves and others upon the issue. 

We have been much annoyed 
by Brethren on both sideB charg- 
ing us with ubetting and foster- 
ing the developement of false 
doctrine, ami we decided to sub- 
mit to them the subject in the 
following way, and let the ren tilt 
be what Uod thought best. 

No issue was ever committed 
to the decision of a number of 
men in a more impurtial and 
fairer manner than this, and 
while there is difference of opin- 
ion, there is a remarkable unan- 
imity ■ . r feelings. 

The Soul Question. 
'The publication of Eld. J. 11. 
Sni hart's tract against the im- 
mortality ot the soul has aroused 
a champion or two on the other 
side of the Hubject, and a demand 
was again nmde to discuss the 
subject or review the tract in the 
Evangelist, This demand was 
accompanied with the assertion 
that the Faith of the Church, was 
assailed, etc., etc. 

1 concluded then that I would 
find out what the faith of the 
church was and if the faith of 
the church taught the natural 
immortality of the soul, I wae in 
the wrong place as the manager 
of its only publishing interest, 
and could not claim to represent 
this faith ot the churoh in my 
writing. 

I, therefore, beg the indulgence 
ot iinoceut readers, while this 
issue is fairly aud honorably pre 
■ented. But before these state- 
ments are put forth, allow a few 
friendly words ot apology for 
those who have taken strong 
grounds on the question in their 
replies in thin i isue. Everything 
that is here done, is done with 
the deepest brotherly feeling, 
with all due respect and rever- 
ence for opinions which differ, 
and a sincere desire to learn and 
know the truth. Therefore no 
one who has innocently given 
his mind upon the subjoined 
questions should have the least 
feeling or regret. If we are not 
right, the right thing to do ii to 
get right, aud this is the whole 
aim, purpose and intent of the 
presentation of this ieeue in this 
war. This has been mada neo- 


emsary only by the unwarranted 
claims made. If any demand 
separation upon this, it might as 
well come at once so that all 
may know where they belong — 
but the letters following this 
article show that the spirit of 
Christ dwells in the rank and 
file of the ministry of the church, 
and the theory of the immortality, 
ot the soul will not be made a 
test ot membership, and that we 
will continue td tabor together in 
building up the walls of our be- 
loved Jerusalem. 

Here, in the name of God, I 
call my fellow labors, who love 
God and the truth, to account, 
to not treat Ihie subject lightly, 
but enter into the spirit of the 
Bereans, who were willing to 
search the scriptures daily to see 
whether these things are so. 
The tact that martyrs, and great 
and good men have taugh the 
doctrine that the eoul is NUT 
immortal, ehould eo commend 
the subject to every man, that he, 
at least should deem it worthy of 
honeet investigation. Our church 
can not afford to antagonize even 
the teaching of the early Fathers, 
great reformers, divines, com- 
mentators and writers given be- 
low, in* an article of taith that 
embraces a theory origined by 
Paganism, polished by heathen 
philosophy, championed by Ro- 
manism and, unsupported by any 
positive and unequivocal Scrip- 
ture, and ivolving no practical 
work, even though half ot the 
eurih believed said theory. 

But do not mistake soul-sleep- 
ing for this issue, it is only a hill 
of sand thrown up by the devil, 
to hide the true issue. If the 
soul sleeps, let it sleep. The 
question is, is the soul immortal 
ot itself, or is immortality a gift 
of God by obedience to the 
gospel, through the death and 
resurrection of Ohist? 

The subject of the Immortality 
of the Soul is arrayed under 
these two heads: 

1. Immortality only in Christ, 
or Tkt soul of man U not immortal, 
naturally. 

2. Universal Immortality, or 
the natural immortality of all souk, 
as developed by Plato. 

Barnabas, the companion of 
8t. I'aul, wrote about A. D, 90, 
that the soul is not immortal. 
With him stands all the early 
fathers of the church without ex- 
ception. We mention, Clement 
1, Paul's fellow laborer. Hernias, 
whose name is mentioned in Ro- 
mans. Ignatius, who wae most 
likely ordained bishop of Antiocb 
in A. D. 67, by St. Peter. Poly- 
carp, disciple of St. John. The- 
ophilas, a successor ot Poly carp. 
Ireuieus, a pupil of Polycarp. The 
teaching of the Twelve ApOBtles, 
the famous manuscript recently 
discovered, Arnobius and Lao- 
tautius. These holy men taught 
that immortality could be ob 
tained only through Christ. 

Martin Luther wrote : 

'1 permit the Pope to establish ur Helen of 
fat lb for his faithful follower*; noch as the 
bread aud wine are transmuted In the sacra- 
ment : that the til vine essence la neither gen' 
eratlva nor ge aerated ; that the eon I Is the 
sulistantlal form of Uie human body; aud 
himself la ruler of tin.' world and king of 
heaven and God of earth ; AND THAT THE 
SOUL IB IMMORTAL [ and aU ths number- 
less prod Ig lea of the Rom lsb dunghill of de- 
cretlala.' 

William Tyndale wrote against 
the immortality of the soul. 

Olshausen, the famous German 
commentator says : 

'The doetrlne of thr Immortality of the 
eoul and th* name Are alike unknown to the 
entire Bible.' 

D. Thorn, D. D., says : 

'The natural dignity aha natural ltntnor. 
tallly ot man, have, In the light ot revelation 
vanished Into the air.' 

W. T. Mortimer, D, D, says : 


■An Immortality Inherent In man Is u on- 

scriptural figment.' 

Alfred Graham, D. D,, says : 

'If Immortality Is Inherent In aU man. Ills 
vary plain thai It ean not be the girt ot God 
to th* obedient.' 

D. H. Ohsse, LL. D., says : 

Paganism taught Immortal -sou I Ism before 
Christ, or Mows or Abraham. Satan taught 
IE In Eden. It oanmot be Use. else It would 
be Incorrect to any that 'Life and Immortal. 
lly' were brought to light In the Gospel T 

Thomas Walker, the great lec- 
turer, says : 

'This doctrine (of Immortality In sin and 
misery), more than anything else In relig- 
ious teaching. Is accosntable for the open in- 
fidelity and secret un bullet that prevail*,' 

Prof. E. N a ville, writes : 

'All teaching which makes the soul Immor- 
tal by virtue of a primitive ease noc la con- 
cealed nanlhal*m. 

' Thus great scholars talk and 
write, and snub testimonies can 
be multiplied by the score. 

The Immortality ot the soul is 
denied by Dr. Richard Rothe, G. 
D. Boardman, Kev. S. II. Wat- 
leigh, Dr. Thomson, Archbishop 
of New York, Lyman Abbot, 
Dean A) ford, Principal Tulloch, 
R W. Dale, D. D., John Locke, 
Dr. E. Beecher, Bishop Ellicott, 
Archbishop Whately, J. H. Pet- 
tingell, A. M„ Bishop Newton, 
Charles Lambert, Prof. Hermann 
Shnltz, Prof. Clement, M. Butler, 
D. D,, E. Petavel, Dean Bois, 
Prof. Gansen, and so on. 

Why then, should any one 
think to make the theory of the 
natural immortality of the soul 
the faith of the Brethren ohurch 
and demand the suppression of 
what is written on the other side, 
or that it should only be tolerated 
as a private opinion. 

Great and good men have dif- 
fered, sinae the Council of Nice, 
A. D. 325, in the Church on this 
subject, 

I take the poeition that the 
Immortality of the Soul is not an 
article of the faith of the church, 
and that no one has any tight to 
dictate to another what he shall 
or shall not write and preach as 
bis understanding of scripture, 
and upon this declaration I mean 
to stand. But controversy upon 
this or any other subject will not 
be encouraged in this paper, be* 
cause the mass ot the readers 
draw false conclusions from them 
and the cause is crippled there- 
by. 

I have appealed to the Minis- 
try ot the Church to know 
whether I am sustained in the 
liberal position I have taken, 
with the settled conviction that 
if any suppression propaganda is 
the purpose of the Church, I do 
not want to represent it an I do. 

Following is the result of the 
inquiry, and I feel to say glory 
to God. The Brethren Church 
is true to the position it has 
taken before the world. The re- 
plies are given SsHtctly as the au- 
thors penned them, and the orig- 
inal s are on file in this office, 
open to the inspection of any one 
who may question them. 

Here is the exact reprint of 
type from which the circular let- 
ters were printed and sent out : 
Asn 1. an i), On 10, A run. 20, 1886. 
Dear Brother :— There are con- 
flic tins; theories in the Brethren Church 
upon LI i a a Late of the Soul after death, 
and t shall be pleased to receive a 
prompt reply from you upon the ques- 
tions appended below : 
Fraternally, 

A. L. Uabbks. 

1. Do you understand that the Im- 
mortality of the Soul is s Doctrine of 
the Brethren Church ? 

A us. 

2. Do you preach that the Immortal- 
ity ot the Soul la a doctrine of the 
Bretbren Church, In the name of the 
Brethren Cburoh 1 

Ans. 

3. Do you maintain that the New 
Testament teaches the Immortality of 
the Soul as a matter and condition of 
salvation ? 


4. Are you In favor of and will yon 
support ths principle of making the 
Immortality of the Soul a test of fel- 
lowship and a ministerial qualification 
In the Brethren Church Y 

Ana, 

Remarks: 

REPLIES. 

ELLAS TBETBB.-l Ans. No, No; 
2 Ans- No, No ; 8 Ans. No, No ; 4 Ana, 
No, Never I 

Although I consider the doctrine of 
the Immortality of the Soul contrary 
to the positive declaration of the Bible, 
as it relates to the natural man, yet we 
have no right to dlsfellowsbip any one 
for belie vlna or disbelieving this doc- 
trine, but to say that God created man 
with an Immortal Soul, admitting that 
some will be lost, Is to say that be 
made a great mistake and so impeach 
the wisdom of God I 

ISAAC KILHEFNER.— 1 No; 2 
No; 4 No. 

DANIEL CROFFORD.-l I do; 2 
I do; 3 I do; 4 No. 

H. G. TJLLEBY.-l Not 2 Yes; 8 
Yes. 

G. W. BENCH.-l Yes; 2 Yes; 8 
Yes; 4 Yes. 

The reason I answer yes to all the 
Inquiries la because it is taugnt in the 
New; Testament. There are other 
thngs which ought to be made a test of 
fellowship as well as this on which 
the church is divided. 

NOAH HEETER.— 1 I do, but It is 
not true ; 2 I do nut ; 8 1 do not , 4 I 
will not favor or support the principle. 

Eld. Garber. Dear brother for what 
purpose do you wish those questions 
answered V Is It to make any trouble 
in tire brotherhood ? If so 1 should 
think they have bad plenty of it al- 
ready , Brethren should preach the 
truth hit or miss. I have beard breth- 
ren preach at funerals and saw It In 
the obituaries of the Evakoklisl that 
the soul had gone to heaven to reap its 
reward, or praising God. If that be 
true, Christ's sayings are not true for 
he says, behold I come quickly and my 
reward Is with me to give to every man 
according as his works shall be: The 
Apostle Paul says, for the wages of 
sin is death, but the gift of God Is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ. 

J,M,FOX,-lNo, 2No;8No;4 
No. 

My dear brother. I am very, sorry 
that "the church Is getting Into, trouble 
In regard to the condition of the Soul 
I have my opinion as regard the Soul 
after death, but I think if we preach 
and practice salvation and saving 
ordinances in preparing for death and 
God will take care of the soul. My 
prayer Is that alt will be right and we 
be prepared to meet death. Do our 
work and let God's work alone, so we 
can meet In that haven of rest. 

A. M. BIDENOUB.— 2 I do not ; 3 
No sir ; 4No, No, Never. 

You will observe that I have not 
given an answer to your Urst question. 

1 am not conversant with the teachings 
of the Brethren church on this ques- 
tion. 1 know that our ministers are 
divided on this question. I did not 
feel that I could say either yes or no to 
Hi" first question. Therefore I have 
left It blank. I might add that I do 
not believe in the natural Immortality 
of the Soul. Immortality la a blessing 
to be sought, not a birthright legacy. 
If Immortality Is inherent in all men, 
it is very plain that it can not be the 
gift ot God to the obedient. Chris- 
tlanity treats man, not as Immortal, 
but as a candidate for Immortality. I 
have held these views as private 
opinions, but have not given them any 
prominence In my preaching. 

ISAAC I >. HOW M A N . 1 1 do not | 

2 No; 8 I claim It does not ; 41 em- 
phatically answer No. 

If the Immortality of the Soul is a 
doctrine of tbe Brethren church and if 
it be made a teat of membership then I 
shall withdraw from the Brethren 
church because it originated among 
tbe Egyptians and Is nowhere fonnd in 
the Word of God. I am ready to 
prove at any time assertions in tbe 
above remarks. * 

J. D. McFADEN.-l I do not ; 2 No ; 
—I have not yet ; S Hardly prepared to 
say— rather think it does , 4 If taught 
by tbe New Testament It must be a 
condition. 

What are you up to parson ? As far 
as I am concerned, I am sorry to say I 
never Investigated the subject until 
recently. I have my Idea as to when 
tbe Soul is made Immortal bnt am not 
prepared to discuss it yet. Be easy on 
these themes for a time yet, yet be true 
to your own convictions, 

J. ALLEN MILLER.-l No ; 2 No; 
8 No ; 4 No, 

I hardly understand why you ask the 
above questions. I have answered 
them all negatively and yet I believe 
tbe Soul to be Immortal. Preach it as 


I would any other truth taught by the 
Bible. I do not believe, however, that 
the Immortality ot tbe Soul la a condi- 
tion of salvation. And I am em- 
phatically opposed to making anything 
a test of church fellowship or minis- 
terial quail Boatton that is not In the 
Articles of Faith upon which the sev- 
eral congregations stand united and by 
which they ore bald together forming 
one assembly — tbe Brethren church. 
Will you please Inform me why you 
wish my opinion concerning the ques- 
tions. 

J. H. FALMBB.— 1 1 do net; 2 1 do 
not , 8 I believe we get Immortality 
through Christ ; 4 No sir not at present. 
As the ; Brethren church has no 
Articles of Faith outside of the New 
Testament we cannot make the above 
a teet of fellowship. As to tbe third 
question I believe as God's Word says, 
that he bath brought life and Immor- 
tality to light through the Gospel of 
his son Jesus. I believe that the goad 
has a promise of Immortality so that 
they will net ft if they prove faith-' 
ful to the Script urts. I believe that 
our life Is hid with Christ in God. I 
believe In (a resurrection— if we have 
immortality already tbe re Is no use of 
a resurrection. 

W. U. PESKY.— 1 I do not ; 21 do 
not ; 8 I do not ; 4 I can not. 

I give the above answers according 
to my present enlightenment. If at 
any time I am convinced by higher 
reasons, I am ready to yield. I look 
upon this question as Individual and 
each person should be allowed the 
direction of his own couvlotlon. 

S. E, SHOOK.— 1 No Sir ; 2 I do not ; 
3 I do not ; 4 No Sir. 

W. L. 3TAHL.-2 No; 3 No ; 4 No, 
No, No. 

AARON SHOWALTER.-1 No ; 2 
No;3No;4No. 

P. J. BKOWN.— 1 I certainly do, 21 
preach it in tbe name of God, and 
sound theology ; 8 If you mean what 
you ask, I certainly do. 

I am in favor of allowing him to hold 
It, 1- e. tbe sonl-sleeplug doctrine, as a 
private opinion , as I have some opinions 
that would not be recognized as or- 
thodox, from which I can produce 
much stronger evidence then can be 
pioduoed in favor of sou I -sleeping. 
Yet for the sake of harmony I hold 
them as private property. I am sorry 
that the devil is so successful in get- 
ting so msny switched off into side 
Issues in order to direct them from the 
main point in our work, 1. e. preach- 
ing the practical part ot the Gospel 
aud the saving of souls. When tn fact 
there is nothing to gain by the diversion 
but trouble, wrangling and 9 triumph 
for the devil. 

J. MILLER.— 1 I do understand It 
in that way ; 2 It Is tbe doctrine I 
teach ; 3 I maintain it is a condition of 
salvation. 

I do not believe a minister capable 
of Ailing tbe office of the ministry un- 
less he believes in the Immortality of 
the Soul, and teaches that doctrine as 
It Is taught In the Bible. If I did not 
believe the Soul to be Immortal I 
would give up my faith in tbe resurrec- 
tion from tbe dead, and In life ever- 
lasting. I do not understand why your 
questions are sent out on this Im- 
portant principle of tbe Christian 
faltb. Can a man be a true disciple 
and follower of Christ who does not be- 
lieve that the Soul will live foreyer. I 
would say to a brother or friend who 
doubts or rejects tbe Immortality of 
tbe si>ul, that be is building on the 
sand Instead of the rock, Jesus Christ. 
Were I to give up this most important 
part of my faith I would have very 
little use for any or all the other doc- 
trines that I have learned in my Bible. 
ANDREW COST.— 1 1 certainly do; 
2 Always did and do now by the 
authority of Christ himself ; 3 I always 
understood it in that light ; 4 1 think 
our brethren should all pteoch it. 

Dear Bro. Garber : I am at a loss to 
understand why the brethren should 
differ on the subject above mention- 
ed. I bave been preaching to the 
Brethren church thirty -one jeara and 
have beard Bretbren from almost all 
the states, and never knew there was 
any difference on the Immortality of 
the Soul. It we doubt those facts then 
1 don't see what we are preaching for. 
I will say no more about It now for I 
don't know what the brethren ore 
driving at, but if this thing is stirred 
up In our church paper, I am almost 
certain there will be another split. 

M.D. WATSON.— 1 Yes; 2 Yes; 8 
Yes ; 4 Yea. 

For if we do away with tbe Immor- 
tality of tbe Soul, the whole fabric of 
our Chrletlantty falls to the ground, and 
we are nothing better theft the beast. 
Yet there must be a distinction mode 
between the righteous or Christian and 
sinner, for this reason : The soul that 
Is born of God cannot die : the 




